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1 am glad on your account,' cried he to Booth, ' that my
4 presence was not necessary/

Booth himself was extremely satisfied with this declara-
tion, and faued not to return him as many thanks as he
would have deserved had he performed his promise; but
the two ladies were not quite so well satisfied. As for
the serjeant, he had slipped out of the room when the
colonel entered, not entirely out of that bashfulness
which we have remarked him to be tainted with; but
indeed, from what had passed in the morning, he hated
the sight of the colonel, as well on the account of his
wife as on that of his friend.

The doctor, on the contrary, on what he had formerly
heard from both Amelia and her hushand of the colonel's
generosity and friendship, had built so good an opinion of
him, that he was very much pleased with seeing him, and
took the first opportunity of telling him so. ' Colonel,'
said the doctor,c 1 have not the happiness of being known
1 to you; but I have long been desirous of an acquaint-
1 ance with a gentleman in whose commendation I have
1 heard so much from some present/ The colonel made
a proper answer to this compliment, and they soon entered
into a familiar conversation together; for the doctor was
not difficult of access \ indeed, he held the strange reserve,
which is usually practised in this jiation between people
who are in any degree strangers to each other, to be very
unbecoming the Christian character.

The two ladies soon left the room j arid the remainder
of the visit, which was not very long, passed in discourse
on various common subjects, riot, worth recording. In the
conclusion, the colonel invited Booth and his lady, and tlie
doctor, to dine with him the next day.

To give colonel James his due commendation, he had
shewn a great command of himself, and great presence of
mind on this occasion; for, to speak the plain truth, the